
All of those working behind the camera with television host Tom Bergeron know what it is like to get down and jiggy with the idol

of humor. Behind Bergeron’s comical but professional persona lies the real mustard … Bergeron not only exposes his youthful,

uninhibited and fun-loving self , he embodies these characteristics with ease and assurance. This is no doubt a part of the force

that catapulted him from his Massachusetts radio DJ days in the early it ’70s to the celebrity he is today. Bergeron substantiates

(what most in the business already know about him) “I have always preferred live television”, most likely because he is comfort-

able with who he is and chooses to live his life off-camera in the very same way, “present and aware”. He explains, “I feel you don’t

really get two takes in real life, maybe a chance to mop up but for the most part, just one take”. With regard to his personal goals,

he says “mine have been to be able to live and appreciate the life that you are living now; you can’t get swept away (Continued on page 22)

TOM BERGERON
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EVERYWHICH WAYAND LOOSE
YOU MAY THINK YOU KNOW EMMY AWARD WINNING TELEVISION HOST TOM BERGERON FROM HIS
HIT TELEVISION SERIES DANCING WITH THE STARS AND AMERICAÕS FUNNIEST HOME VIDEOS É BUT

THERE IS ANOTHER SIDE OF TOM THAT MAY NOT BE KNOWN TO HIS NATIONWIDE AUDIENCE.
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(Continued From Page 20)with regrets
and you can’t draw the shades!”
Interestingly enough, when his agent
called him about the job offer for Dancing
With The Stars, she first described it as
celebrity ball room dancing to which he
replied “Why don’t you just put me in an
infomercial and then put a bullet in my
head”, however, he adds “Watching the
DVD and seeing the immense amount of
popularity the show established in
England and Australia is when the bigger
picture revealed itself.”

He and his wife, Lois Harmon, cele-
brated their 25th wedding anniversary
last month and have two teenage
daughters, Jessica and Samantha. Being
in the business has made him even
more protective as a father and he has
chosen never to release any family pho-
tos to the public. I asked him if he did
his “primate impersonation” when his
daughter’s dates came knocking at
their front door. His impish smile
revealed that this was clearly just one of
his many enjoyable fatherly activities …
nostalgia that one day his daughters

will truly relish … once they recover.
Bergeron began his broadcasting

career in 1972 in his hometown of
Haverhill, Massachusetts. He says
“From that point it was sheer serendipi-
ty when a gift from left field came from
Boston TV asking me to host a PM
Magazine type show entitled Super Kids
targeting ages 6-11”. Subsequently,
Bergeron spent over a decade with
WBZ-TV in Boston, hosting a number
of popular shows. In 1994 he became
host of Breakfast Time on FX, which
morphed into Fox After Breakfastand
moved to the FOX network.  He
became fill-in anchor on Good Morning
Americain 1997, until he segued to
Hollywood Squaresin 1998. While host-
ing Hollywood Squares, Bergeron kept
busy as a fill-in anchor on CBS' The
Early Show.
In between projects, he has hosted
everything from Miss America Pageant,
to The 33rd Annual Daytime Emmy
Awards, and is now set to emcee the
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences
FoundationÕs(Continued on Page 52)
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INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, WHEN HIS AGENT CALLED HIM ABOUT
THE JOB OFFER FOR DANCING WITH THE STARS, SHE FIRST

DESCRIBED IT AS CELEBRITY BALL ROOM DANCING TO WHICH HE
REPLIED ÒWHY DONÕT YOU JUST PUT ME IN AN INFOMERCIAL
AND THEN PUT A BULLET IN MY HEADÓ, HOWEVER, HE ADDS

ÒWATCHING THE DVD AND SEEING THE IMMENSE AMOUNT OF
POPULARITY THE SHOW ESTABLISHED IN ENGLAND AND

AUSTRALIA IS WHEN THE BIGGER PICTURE REVEALED ITSELF.Ó



(Continued from page 22) 28th College
Television Awards Gala.
Recently he was chosen for the first
class of inductees to the
Massachusetts Broadcasters Hall of
Fame at Massosoit College.

The Catholic alter boy that says he
learned the entire mass in Latin just in
time for it to be presented in English,
continued to stay true to his convic-
tions and eventually through his

comedic wit and way of life he earned
his decoration for the current record
holder of the most prime time hours
on television than any other TV host
in America. The fact that he loves the
craft and the process is the icing on
the cake for him.

No surprise that at age 52, he main-
tains the “bod” and energy of a man
twenty years younger. Each morning,
at the crack of dawn, Bergeron starts

his day in a Santa Monica gym and
loves running and biking on the
beach. In addition, he spends a majori-
ty of his life airborne splitting his time
between his home in Connecticut and
his home in Calabasas, California.

Paying it forward, Tom seldom
turns down the opportunity to give
back to the community or vitally
important causes. Last November he
was our gracious emcee for The

Westlake Magazine Care Foundation’s
launching event. Most recently, he
served as the national spokesperson
for March of Dimes WalkAmerica to
help fight for babies who are born too
small or prematurely.

When asked about career highlights,
Bergeron says “Simply by virtue of
being in this business I have been
afforded the opportunity of meeting
great people I have always admired like

Carl Reiner, Dick Van Dyke, Carol
Burnett, Harvey Corman, Tim
Conway, Don Rickles and Whoopi
Goldberg. Whoopi and I worked
together for years on Hollywood
Squares”. What is his most memorable
experience? “Many years ago I met
Dick Van Dyke through Carl Reiner.
When we sat down and talked in
length, Dick told me that one of his
favorite experiences was when he met

Stan Laurel. I told him that this expe-
rience for me was the same as his
meeting Stan Laurel.”

Although we have the pleasure to
laugh with Tom Bergeron as he con-
tinues to host our favorite shows and
clock those hours on prime time tele-
vision, we can now also  appreciate the
many characteristics not seen by the
naked eye of this twenty-first century
funny man. WM

NO SURPRISE THAT AT AGE 52, HE MAINTAINS THE ÒBODÓ AND ENERGY OF A MAN 
TWENTY YEARS YOUNGER. EACH MORNING, AT THE CRACK OF DAWN, BERGERON STARTS
HIS DAY IN A SANTA MONICA GYM AND LOVES RUNNING AND BIKING ON THE BEACH. IN
ADDITION, HE SPENDS A MAJORITY OF HIS LIFE AIRBORNE SPLITTING HIS TIME BETWEEN

HIS HOME IN CONNECTICUT AND HIS HOME IN CALABASAS, CALIFORNIA.

WLM Writer and Photographer catch the bug


